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Free Summer Lunches for Children 2-18 Years of Age 
Beale Memorial Library Auditorium 
701 Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield CA 

Monday thru Friday, 11:30am – 12:30pm, June 2 – July 31, 2014 
 

 As part of a statewide collaboration between the California Library Association (CLA) 
and the California Summer Meal Coalition, the Kern County Superintendent of Schools is 
providing meals to children 2-18 years of age at the Beale Memorial Library, Auditorium. 
Closure of local schools for the summer break can mean an end to learning, enrichment 
opportunities, and may also limit access to healthy food, an issue with the greatest impact on 
our communities’ low-income children. As Deborah Doyle, CLA President notes: “Libraries 
are natural spaces for serving meals to children whose access to lunch disappears when 
school ends and summer begins.”  

Responding to the need and ensuring Bakersfield’s children have continued access, the 
Kern County Library will supplement its Summer Reading Program with free summer meals 
provided by the Kern County Superintendent of Schools to children 2-18 years of age. These 
lunches are served at no charge to children, and served at $3.00 for parents and caregivers. 
This is the first year the Kern County Library is participating in the program and anticipates 
offering lunches to other branch locations in upcoming years. 

As Leticia Perez, Chairman, Kern County Board of Supervisors, states, “The Lunch at 
the Library summer program is a perfect collaboration of agencies successfully meeting the 
needs of the children in our community. I support the program’s efforts of continuing our 
children’s education through the Summer Reading Program at our local library, while at the 
same time, providing access to nutritious meals and a safe place to learn and grow during 
these warm summer months.” 
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